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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1,2, 4, 8, 9, 11, 15, 16, 18, are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(a) as being 
unpatentable over Iga (US 2002/0143924 A1). 

Regarding claim 1 Iga, discloses a data updating method for updating data 
stored in memory of an image forming apparatus (Fig. 2), comprising: sending 
electronic mail from an external device (14) to the image forming apparatus (Fig. 2) to 
call for updating of the data stored in the memory of the image forming apparatus (Fig.. 
2) (Fig. 13; Page 5-6 par. 0050); downloading updating data from a device (14) on a 
network (18) based on contents of the electronic mail when the electronic mail from the 
external device had been received by the image forming apparatus (Fig. 2) (Page 1 par. 
0009; Page 5-6 par. 0050); executing updating processing for the data stored in the 
memory, based on the downloaded updating data (Fig. 13; Page 1 par. 0009; Page 5-6 
par 0050 ). 

Regarding claims 2, 9, and 16 Iga, discloses the data updating method for the 
image forming apparatus (Fig. 2), wherein the electronics mail sent from the external 
device (14) includes information indicating data to be updated, and information 
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indicating which device on the network holds the updating data (Page 4 par. 041; Page 
5-6 par. 0050) 

Regarding claims 4, 1 1 , and 18 Iga, discloses the data updating method for the 
image forming apparatus (Fig.. 2) further comprising: causing the image forming 
apparatus to notify the external device of a result of the data updating process (Page 5- 
6 par. 0050-Page 6 par. 0050), 

Regarding claim 8 Iga, discloses the image forming apparatus (Fig.. 2) which 
stores data in a memory beforehand and comprises: a networl< interface ( 18) which 
receives from an external device electronic mail calling for updating of the data stored in 
the memory and through which updating data is downloaded from a device on a 
network based on contents of the electronic mail (Fig.. 13; Page 5-6 par. 0050); a CPU 
(22) which executes updating processing for the data stored in the memory based on 
the updating data downloads by the network interface (18) (Page 3 par. 0038; Page 5-6 
par. 0050). 

Regarding claim 15 Iga, discloses an image forming system comprising : an 
image forming apparatus (Fig.. 2 ) which stores data in a memory thereof before hand; 
and an external device (14) capable of exchanging electronic mail with the image 
forming apparatus, said external device (14) including a modem which sends electronic 
mail to the image forming apparatus to call for updating of the data stored in the 
memory of the image forming apparatus (Fig.. 12) (Page 5-6 par. 0050), and said 
image forming apparatus (Fig.. 2) includes: a network interface (18) through which 
updating data is downloaded from a device (14) on a network based on contents of the 
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electronic mail in response to the reception of that an electronic mail (Page 5-6 par. 
0050); and a CPU (22) which executes updating processing from the data stored in the 
memory based on the updating data downloaded by the network interface (Page 3 par. 
0038, Page 5-6 par. 0050). 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 10, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Iga (US 2002/0143924 A1) in view of Yoshida et al. ( US 6130757). 

Regarding claims 3, 10, and 17 Iga does not disclose the data updating 
methods for the image forming apparatus , wherein said executing updating processing 
includes: writing the updating data once again if the writing of the updating data in the 
memory fails and a number of times of failure is within a predetermined number; and 
determining that an error occurs in data updating processing if the number of times of 
failure reaches said predetermined number. 

Yoshida et al., discloses the data updating methods for the image 
forming apparatus (5). wherein said executing updating processing includes: writing the 
updating data once again if the writinjg of the updating data in the memory fails and a 
number of times of failure is within a predetermined number; and determining that an 
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error occurs in data updating processing if the number of times of failure reaches said 
predetermined number (Fig.. 27; Col 19 line 54 - Col 20 line 5). 

Iga and Yoshida et al. are combinable because they both incorporate using an 
image forming apparatus. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the inventions for on skilled in the art to 
combine Iga with Yoshida et al. 

The motivation for doing so would be to have the data updating methods 
for the image forming apparatus (5), wherein said executing updating processing 
includes: writing the updating data once again if the writing of the updating data in the 
memory fails and a number of times of failure is within a predetermined number; and 
determining that an error occurs in data updating processing if the number of times of 
failure reaches said predetermined number as taught by Yoshida et al in Fig.. 27 and in 
Col 19 line 54 - Col 20 line 5. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Yoshida et al. with Iga to get 
the invention discloses in claims 3.10, and 17. 

5. Claims 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, and 21are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Iga (US 2002/0143924 Al) in view of Foster ( US 6675382 
B1) 

Regarding claims 5, 12, 19, and 21 Iga does not disclose the data updating 
methods for the image forming apparatus further comprising: determining whether or 
not data updating is necessary based on the contents of the electronic mail when the 
image forming apparatus had received the electronic mail from the external device, and 
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where in the updating data is downloaded from the device on the network bases on the 
contents of the electronic mail when the data updating is determined to be necessary, 

Foster, discloses the data updating methods for the image forming 
apparatus further comprising: determining whether or not data updating is necessary 
based on the contents of the electronic mail when the image forming apparatus had 
received the electronic mail from the external device, and where in the updating data is 
downloaded from the device on the network bases on the contents of the electronic mail 
when the data updating is determined to be necessary ( Fig. 6; Col lines 18-47). 

Iga and Foster are combinable because the both disclose and apparatus 
containing software. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one skilled in the art to 
combine Iga with Foster. 

The motivation for doing would be to have the data updating methods 
for the image forming apparatus further comprising: determining whether or not data 
updating is necessary based on the contents of the electronic mail when the image 
forming apparatus had received the electronic mail from the external device, and where 
in the updating data is downloaded from the device on the network bases on the 
contents of the electronic mail when the data updating is determined to be necessary as 
taught by Foster in Fig. 6 and Col lines 18-47. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Iga with Foster to get the 
inventions disclosed in claims 5,12, and 19. 
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Regarding claims 6. 13, and 20 Iga. discloses the data updating method for the 
image forming apparatus wherein the electronic mail sent from the external devise 
includes version information on data to be updated ( Page 5-6 par. 0050). 

Iga does not disclose the data updating method for the image forming apparatus 
wherein said determining whether or not the data updating is necessary includes 
comparing the version information included in the electronic mail with version 
information on the data stored in the memory, and determining whether of not updating 
is required with respect to the data stored in the memory. 

Foster, discloses the data updating method for the image forming apparatus 
wherein said determining whether or not the data updating is necessary includes 
comparing the version information included in the electronic mail with version 
information on the data stored in the memory, and determining whether of not updating 
is required with respect to the data stored in the memory (Fig. 6; Col lines 18-47). 

Iga and Foster are combinable because the both disclose and apparatus 
containing software. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one skilled in the art 
to combine Iga with Foster. 

The motivation for doing would be to have the data updating method for the 
image forming apparatus wherein said determining whether or not the data updating is 
necessary includes comparing the version information included in the electronic mail 
with version information on the data stored in the memory, and determining whether of 
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not updating is required with respect to the data stored in the memory as taught by 
Foster in Fig. 6 and Col lines 18-47. 

Therefore Iga and Foster it would have been obvious to combine Iga with Foster 
to get the invention disclosed in claims 6,13, and 20. 

Regarding claims 7 and 14 Iga does not disclose the data updating method for 
the image forming apparatus further comprising: causing the image forming apparatus 
to notify the external device that data updating based on the electronic mail is 
unnecessary, when the data updating is determined to be unnecessary. 

Foster, discloses the data updating method for the image forming apparatus 
further comprising: causing the image forming apparatus to notify the external device 
that data updating based on the electronic mail is unnecessary, when the data updating 
is determined to be unnecessary. 
(Fig. 6; Col lines 18-47). 

Iga and Foster are combinable because the both disclose and apparatus 
containing software. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for one skilled in the art 
to combine Iga with Foster. 

The motivation for doing would be to have the data updating method for the 
image forming apparatus further comprising: causing the image forming apparatus to 
notify the external device that data updating based on the electronic mail is 
unnecessary, when the data updating is determined to be unnecessary as taught by 
Foster in Fig. 6 and Col lines 18-47. 
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Therefore Iga and Foster it would have been obvious to combine Iga with Foster 
to get the invention disclosed in 7 and 14. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kida et al. (US 6075953) discloses an image forming apparatus 
supporting system. Kida et al. (JP 10222374) discloses a method for providing remote 
software technical support. Nakai (US 6204928 B1) discloses a data processing 
apparatus and a method for controlling the apparatus. Sadowsky (US 6123737) 
discloses a push deployment of software packages using notification transports. Cheng 
et al. (US 6151643) discloses an automatic updating divers software products on 
multiple client computer systems by downloading scanning application to client 
computer and generating software lit on client computer. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rashan O. Patterson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-0597. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ed Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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